L N
On the

- e STy

WHAT EVEIIY

5

&
On the legal

clinical front
fl‘OI‘It ; = Workplace
harassment: The
» Um!nlacessar',r: Supreme Court
Eplsmtomu;s offer no recently strengthened
benefit during the concept of
childbirth and may “constructive
even cause hﬂmJAMﬁ disc . which
means that if an
P : employee feels so
HavingCirn s el
. Dt v ¢
rcommended. NEEDS to KNOW orshe s compelled o
T ault the ﬁ}'ﬂhﬁm%ﬁmﬁ
) ult : emp| sti
* Information gap? About 70 must show that an official act occurred

percent of nurses graduated before

to create a bad envi .
1990, Tho medical information Advmﬁteﬂmnmm

=i g

and standards are always changin Donna Adkins, RN, BSN,  Connie Taylor, RN, BSN,

67 percent of nurses in a survey SE;Eld 35, LNC, CCM, CiCP Senior Researcher * Ba : If i ;

they usually only used colleagues for e t'-'ﬂ&‘r’}[e apatient gives
questions about their practice, 58 Rose Clifford, RN Mary Leverock, RN, BSH, consent and then later withdraws it,
percent never read research reports Coeditor, Advisoe Co-cditor, Fducation Director even in - tpm-:::zn:l:;ur::- 4 nurse may
and 82 percent had never the open himself to a battery claim if he
hospital library. Questions? e (B00) SUMAYS + SunFiays @a com proceeds over patient's objections.

ion: Marter of life and death.
Exmptlon_ﬁéﬂualé:?ﬂ t ]

Pain patches can be dangerous: Watch for errors

By Margaret S. Wacker, RN
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The colleague tecommended fentanyl but never thought it would be
prescribed in the form of a high dose patch.
B Improper patient directions: An elderly patient with a patch

N\

* Pain medication patches are being used more frequently,
especially after ]hCHg) has recently required more

agpressive attention to, and treatment of,

patients’ complaints of pain. The downside

of this increased use is that some doctors

are unfamiliar with prescribing the patches

and the strong medicarions they contain, there are
problems with a lack of monitoring once the patches
are in place, and patients often are not given clear
instructions in how to use them.

. Scnpolarnme atches are often used for seasickness,
mtn:lg cerin mr,cﬁes for angina, and nicotine patches

ing cessation. Fentanyl is a pain medicine about
80 l:lmes stronger than morphine.

les of life threatening events with fentanyl
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MProper prescri fate-naive 86- ].rear -old woman
was admmmtered ald mlcmgmm ragesic
Her pharmacist soon found her cyanotic andpl?arel}r p—
responsive — an overdose,

B Failure to monitor: A 32-year-old post cesarean
section woman was prescribed a 100 microgram
Duragesic patch for pain. She coded in her room
that evening. Her obstetrician had asked another

phoned to complain about feeling dizzy and sleepy.
Her doctor told her to cut the patch in half (which
would release a huge and dangerous amount of
medicine — the opposite of what the doctor
wanted). Her daughter intervened. A patient
receiving a 50 microgram Duragesic patch asked
for a heating pad for muscle pain. The nurse failed
to warn her about placing the heating pad over the
atch. The heat intensified the release Q{Eﬁm fentanyl
— om the depot and increased her continuous dose.
= * Fentanyl parches are constructed differently
from other transdermal delivery systems. These
‘ ' patches require eight to ten hours for the skin under
the drug reservoir to create the drug depot. Once
formed, fentanyl is released from the depot at a
constant rate for 72 hours. Respiratory depression is a complex
emergency with a Duragesic patch. The reversal
agent, usually naloxone, has an effect for 45-60
minutes. Therefore the patient will require
intravenous naloxone and intensive care monitoring
until the drug is eliminated from the depot.

Margaret 5. Wacker, RN, PhD, is based in Florida.
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physician how to manage pain when a patient was allergic to morphine.  She can be reached at chakdoc@aol.com.
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